
Ermine Alford joined the Exchange Club 
of Norwalk, CT, in April 1999. In 2012, 
she moved to La Mesa, CA, and became a 
member of the Exchange Club of San Diego, CA. 

As a member in Norwalk, Ermine was named 
Distinguished Club Secretary in 2005, 2006, 2007, 
2008; was honored as Outstanding Club President in 
2008-2009; received the Presidential Honor Award in 
2012; and was bestowed the New Club Builder Award in 
2010-2011 and the District Director Award in 2012. So, 
she transferred to the Exchange Club of San Diego with 
quite the resume of credentials.

Ermine served as president of the Exchange Club of San 
Diego Club 2015-2016 year, during which time she was, 
“a model of all that Exchange values.” She is respectful 
at all times, is supportive of others’ ideas, and handles 
matters with a grace that leaves her fellow members 
feeling heard and valuable.  

Ermine is a dedicated member who works tirelessly to contact prospective sponsors 
for all events, sets up possibilities for coming years, and does whatever she can to 
share Exchange’s name within the community. Ermine and Bill Deacy host an annual 
Holiday Party at their home in LaMesa, sharing themselves with others and introducing 
Exchange to friends, some of those with whom they are now building a new Exchange 
Club in LaMesa.

Ermine is a driving force behind the Exchange Club’s Swap Meet fundraiser and recycling 
program. In fact, Ermine handles all of the recycling items, and weekly delivers the 
many bags to the local recycling center. She has negotiated a non-profit rate that gives a 
higher percentage for the items recycled, bringing in more funds for the Exchange Club.

Ermine is active with her Exchange Club’s annual Police Volunteer of the Year luncheon, 
often creating and collecting raffle items. In support of child abuse prevention efforts, 
she distributes Exchange Club CAP brochures to local hospitals and pediatrician offices.

Ermine continues her community outreach by delivering cookies and Christmas cheer 
to a local retirement home, and she is also planning to assist with the upcoming San 
Diego Riverbed development project. She has volunteered at the San Diego Children’s 
Olympics, an event that teaches exercise and nutrition to disadvantaged young children 
and their parents. Ermine also attends and assists with the San Diego Foster Family 
Picnic. 

Ermine is known as the go-to-person who can ensure people know what needs to be 
done. She is a cheerleader, an organizer and “the glue that keeps the Exchange Club 
together”.
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Name Sponsor Club District
Ermine Alford San Diego, CA California/Nevada

Doug Reierson Aberdeen, SD Dakota Territory

Stephanie Kinney Burg, St. Petersburg, FL Florida

Scottie Edwards Rome, GA Georgia

Dave Arns Waverly, IA Lakes and Prairies

Robin Choquette Naperville, IL Lincolnland

Kathy Shook Isle of Palms, SC South Carolina

Kara McAllister-Dommel Phoenix, AZ Southwest

Javier Solis Noon, Garland, TX Texas

The ALL-AMERICAN VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD acknowledges and recognizes 
Exchangites who work hard at the club level. Many Exchangites contribute much 
time and energy at the club level and deserve national recognition. A nominee 
must attend at least 75% of club meetings and participate in at least 80% of 
club projects. Longevity will be considered. This award will not in any way be 
associated with the leadership level. It’s for club level volunteers. Any member 
serving as a district or national officer during the past five years in ineligible.

This grassroots program begins at the club level as each club chooses its own All-
American Volunteer of the Year. Those club winners are then submitted to the district All-
American Volunteer of the Year chairperson for the district competition. It is expected, 
but not required, that the individual submitted from the district will be the district’s All-
American Volunteer of the Year. All district winners are then submitted to National for a 
final competition, and the selection of the National All-American Volunteer of the Year.

2017 All-American Volunteer 
of the Year Award Nominees


